
   

Mrs. Baird                  Summer Assignments Introduction       AP Literature & Composition 2017-2018          

chris.baird@.ccsd.us                             *Your Blackboard username is ccsd_(followed by firstinitiallastname)* 

      KEEP TRACK of your PASSWORD-I cannot reset it for you! 

Course Information-PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS ONLY AN OVERVIEW-Contact Mrs. Baird for further details. 

    AP English Literature and Composition will be a demanding college-level course, and you will be expected 

to function at a higher level than you ever have before. The teacher will guide, support, and coach you, but you 

must become an independent thinker and worker in many ways. To acquaint yourself with the general 

description and expectations for the AP English Literature and Composition course, I recommend that you visit 

the College Board Advanced Placement Program web site and then read specifically about the AP English 

Literature course. There you will also find study skills, reading tips, sample questions, and other information 

about the exam and the course.  

Summer Assignment Submission Guidelines and Late Work Policy 

For some courses, students will be supplied with a list of required summer assignments prior to the conclusion of the 

previous academic year. All summer assignments must be submitted electronically to a digital platform designated by the 

teacher of each course. No hard copies will be accepted.  

Summer assignments must be completed by the due dates specified. Due to the fact that summer activities are assigned 

in May, PRIOR to school starting in the fall, there will be no due date extensions.  

AGAIN, PLEASE NOTE THAT SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS ARE NOT SUBJECT TO BOARD POLICY FOR LATE WORK BECAUSE OF 

THE NATURE OF THE WORK - STUDENTS ARE ALREADY ALLOWED EXTRA TIME TO COMPLETE EACH ASSIGNMENT, SO 

THERE WILL BE NO EXTENSIONS OR GRADE CHANGES GRANTED IF THESE ASSIGNMENTS ARE SUBMITTED AFTER THE 

DUE DATE UNLESS EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES EXIST. FURTHER, FAILING TO SUBMIT WORK FOR COURSES IN 

WHICH SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS ARE REQUIRED WILL SUBJECT STUDENTS TO REMOVAL FROM THE COURSE AT THE 

DISCRETION OF THE TEACHER, GUIDANCE STAFF, AND ADMINISTRATION. 

Summer Reading  

   For the summer assignments for AP Literature and Composition, students will review literary terminology 

necessary for this course. In addition, students will read three (3) books: Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller, 

Lord of the Flies by William Golding, and How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster and 

complete two (2) response assignments per text. 

   You are expected to purchase the Foster text. I have provided a digital copy of Death of a Salesman in 

Blackboard, and you may borrow a school-owned copy of Lord of the Flies by checking one out from me in 

room 235. You may also purchase the play and/or novel, if you prefer hard copies. Please plan ahead; don’t wait 

until just a few days before assignments are due to locate your texts.  

• Warm Up: Log on to Blackboard and complete the Literary Terms Quiz on Thursday, June 9, 2017.  

            (Electronically) 

Book I: Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller, Due by Thursday June 16, 2017     
              

• Task A: Complete 10 dialectical journals for the play (4 for Act I, 4 for Act II, and 2 for the Requiem)         

       and submit in Blackboard. (Electronically)  

 

Book II: Lord of the Flies by William Golding, Due by Thursday July 13, 2017  

• Task A: Complete a quotation analysis response for the novel and submit in Blackboard. (Electronically) 

• Task B: Complete the characterization activity for the novel and submit in Blackboard. (Electronically)  

 



Book III: How to Read Literature like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster, Due by Thursday August 10, 2017  

• Task A: After you have read both texts, apply three (2) of Foster’s theories to your reading of Lord of the Flies 

in a synthesis style. You will write two (2) claims in which you apply Foster’s principles to the novel,  

   then provide textual evidence to support your claims. You will submit your responses in Blackboard.   

                      (Electronically) 

• Task B: Complete an outline of your response to the AP open prompt, using EITHER Death of a Salesman  

  OR Lord of the Flies as your “work of literary merit” and submit in Blackboard. (Electronically). 

 

Prompt: “And, after all, our surroundings influence our lives and characters as much as fate, destiny or any 

supernatural agency.” 

  --Pauline Hopkins, Contending Forces 

      Choose a novel or play in which cultural, physical, or geographical surroundings shape psychological or 

moral traits in a character. Then write a well-organized essay in which you analyze how surroundings affect this 

character and illuminate the meaning of the work as a whole. 

Template for outline: In Blackboard 

AP-Honors language arts IV in Blackboard contains the following material under the “Summer Reading” tab, 

in a folder labeled “Information and Reference Sheets”:  

 

^The Five Essential Elements of Fiction Analysis  

^Literary Terms Review  (BOTH of these literary terms/notes guides are in ONE document; this information   

  should be a review of your English classes in high school.)  

 

^Literary Analysis: What to Include 

 

^Punctuate Parenthetical Citations Correctly reference sheet 

 

^MLA Format and Parenthetical Citations PowerPoint 

 

 

The following information is contained in the remaining pages of this handout: 

 

 Lord of the Flies & …Read like a Professor guide sheet for writing and supporting Claims, and format 

requirements for this assignment (Book III: Tasks A & B) 

 

 Review of Core Writing Skills  

 

 Sample Claims from Act I of The Crucible  

 

 Rubric for Claims Assignment 

 

 

 

 

  



Book III: How to Read Literature like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster, Due by Thursday August 10, 2017 

           Applying Foster’s principles to the novel: Claims and support 

• Task A: After you have read both texts, apply two (2) of Foster’s theories to your reading of Lord of the Flies   

   in a synthesis style. You will write two (2) claims in which you apply Foster’s principles to the novel, then  

   provide textual evidence to support your claims. 

 

 Claim Paper Guidelines Core  

Writing Skills:  

• Making an argumentative claim  

• Supporting your position with textual evidence  

• Integrating and citing evidence  

• Taking a risk in your analysis  

 

Assessment:  

• Each response paper will be worth 15 points, (2 total) and will be assessed using the 4-point rubric below. 

(This total will actually be doubled, so a total of 60 points possible for Task A) 

  

Formatting Requirements:  

• Each response paper should be one page, typed and double-spaced  

• Give each paper a standard MLA heading  

• Title each paper [Foster’s chapter title] (fill the brackets in with the appropriate title)  

• Label your “claim,” then analyze that claim in a well-developed paragraph  

• Your response cannot exceed one page in length, so make sure your analysis is concise and focused—NO  

FLUFF! 

 

Content Requirements:  

• Claim: The claim is a statement of argument that you will prove with evidence and analysis. Your claim 

should be argumentative, focused, and specific. Your claim in each response paper must address the assigned 

element of literary analysis.  

• Analysis: Support your claim with detailed analysis. Primarily, you’ll use textual evidence as support, and you  

must provide commentary on how the evidence proves your claim. You should include evidence from both  

texts.  

• The most important content requirement for these response papers: TAKE A RISK. Push yourself to argue 

something new and expand your analysis skills.  

 

 Sample Formatting: 1Include the MLA heading, 2center the title of Foster’s chapter as YOUR 

 essay’s title, then 3provide your analytical content as directed. 
1Joe Smith  

 

Teacher Name  

 

AP Literature  

 

# Month 2017 

 
2[Foster’s Chapter Title] 

 
3Claim: [Argumentative, focused, and specific]  

 

Detailed Analysis: [Cannot exceed one page; minimum of two quotes, integrated and cited properly]  

 



Before you start, here is a review in Core Writing Skills  
 

Making an argumentative claim  

 

• Imagine having a heated debate with a classmate about a text. Your claim should be argumentative, focused, 

and specific. You can make a claim about a character, a symbol, a motif, an emerging theme, an element of the 

plot that that you’d like to explore more in-depth…something that bothers you, frustrates you, angers you, etc. 

as you’re reading.  

• In order to strengthen your claim, imagine someone challenging you and asking, “SO WHAT?” This will help  

you narrow and focus your argument.  

 

• Sample progression of an argument from weak to strong by answering the “so what?” question:  

 

“Abigail pressures the girls into going along with her story by threatening them.”  WEAK  

“So what?”  

 

“So, Miller seems to be arguing something about the power of peer pressure.” “So what?”  

 

“Well, it seems significant that all the accusers are young girls. Maybe Miller is really making a social argument 

about the manipulative powers of groups of women.” “So what?”  

 

“So, The Crucible is really a critique of female gender identity.”  STRONG  

 

 

Supporting your position with textual evidence  

 

• For your Lord of the Flies responses, you’re required to have at least two direct quotes from the text.  

 Always choose your evidence carefully.  

Integrating and citing evidence:  

• NO FLOATING QUOTATIONS. Quotes are “floating” if the writer has just thrown them into the  

paper without integrating them into his or her own analysis with no lead-in, transition, or context provided.  

• Use the formula below when integrating quotations:  

  Introduce, “Quote” (cite). Analyze.      *Note capitalization AND punctuation  

 

Take a risk in your analysis  

 

Don’t play it safe and argue something simplistic and obvious in the text.  

 

Push yourself to argue something new and expand your analysis skills. Be creative and think outside the box.  

 

  

 

  



AP Literature Summer Assignment 2017-2018  

 

Sample Claims: Crucible Response Paper Act #1  

 

Score of 4  

1. “The eruption of mass hysteria in The Crucible is directly related to the Puritans’ inability to intertwine 

reason and religion/ superstition.”  

2. “The opening of the play The Crucible by Arthur Miller follows the common misconception that all teenagers 

are attracted to disobedience.”  

3. “Religion is a manipulative tool used for personal gain.”  

4. “Reverend Parris’s character is used by Arthur Miller as a catalyst to demonstrate the hypocrisy of religious 

authority.”  

5. “Betty was never physically possessed, but was scared and seeking a way of escape to ease the lasting effect 

of her mother’s death.”  

6. “The Crucible demonstrates the selfish tendencies of human behavior, creating a paradox and a sense of 

hypocrisy even in the face of God.”  

7. “The Crucible is an explanation of why ignorance is the key to survival.”  

8. “Goody Ann finds pleasure seeing others in pain, because she yearns for everyone to feel the same pain she 

did having lost seven of her children.”  

9. “The Crucible is an unjust assessment of the basis for American democracy.”  

10. “The Crucible portrays the pattern of conservative parents leading to rebellious children.”  

 

Score of 3  

1. “The Crucible is really a play concerning the effect of communism.”  

2. “In The Crucible, Miller is trying to show Abigail’s inner evil.”  

3. “Arthur Miller’s The Crucible is a commentary on human behavior.”  

4. “Betty Parris is pretending to be asleep because she’s scared.”  

5. “In Act I of The Crucible, Abigail shows multiple personalities and morals that change depending on who she 

is around at a given time.”  

 

Score of 2  

1. “The accusations against Tituba in this play are supposed to represent the struggles and obstacles African  

slaves had to go through, showing the cruelty of the owners of these slaves.”  

2. “The Crucible is a play about a group of mischievous girls who gradually take possession of Salem.”  

3. “The girls in The Crucible are all spoiled, impure, immoral liars that blame all their actions on the Devil and  

witchcraft.”  

4. “Although Abigail Williams is a sweet, nice girl on the outside, she is really quite manipulative and evil.”  

5. “Betty was awake the whole time during the play.”  

 

Score of 1  

1. “Reverend Parris believes that there is a ‘faction’ that is out to get him.”  

2. “The Crucible takes place between 1692 and 1693.”  

3. “The night before the opening of the play, a bunch of girls were dancing in the woods.”  

4. “Arthur Miller’s The Crucible takes place in the Puritan colony in Massachusetts.”  

5. “One of the ‘afflicted girls’ is Betty Parris, the minister of Salem’s daughter.”  

 

  

 
 

 
 



Response Papers Rubric  

Summer Assignment Book III: Task A        

     Lord of the Flies/ Apply Foster’s Principles 

 

Claim 1  ____/15  

 

Claim 2  ____/15  

 

 _____/30*     *Total Score for Summer Assignment Part III, Task A  

                                 (THIS WILL BE DOUBLED=60 possible) 

              

              

4 (15-14)  

Argumentative thesis that shows significant risk  

   Detailed and insightful analysis  

Evidence is chosen thoughtfully and integrated smoothly  

   Effective organization and focus, with smooth transitions  

Unique and consistent writer’s voice  

   No more than a few mechanical flaws that do not reduce the impact of the paper  

 

3.5 (13)  

Contains characteristics from both categories 4 and 3  

 

 3 (12-11)  

Clear thesis that makes a claim, but lacks risk  

   Effective analysis, but lacks some detail and insight 

Effective use of evidence; mostly integrated smoothly  

   Adequate organization and focus; some transitions  

Emerging, if inconsistent, writer’s voice  

   Several mechanical flaws that show some lack of attention to detail  

 

 2.5 (10)  

Contains characteristics from both categories 3 and 2  

 

 2 (9-8)  

Thesis is too vague and simplistic/formulaic; no risk  

   Some analysis, but mostly summary  

Weak evidence; choppy quote integration  

   Loss of focus in organization; missing transitions  

Generally absent writer’s voice  

   Mechanical flaws that show definite lack of attention to detail  

 

1.5 (7) 

Contains characteristics from both categories 2 and 1 

 

1 (6)  

Thesis is difficult to find  

   Lack of analysis; all summary  

Lack of evidence; missing quotes and/or not integrated  

   Weak organization; no transitions  

No writer’s voice  

   Mechanical flaws that obscure meaning  


